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inches to twenty feet.   Some of the animals
were powerful flyers, while others could only
SKELETON OF PTERODACTYL
volplane downward from high places like
the so-called "flying" squirrels.
PTOLEMY, tore my, the name of a line of
kings, who succeeded, on the division of the
empire of Alexander the Great, to the part
of his dominions of which Egypt was the
head.
Ptolemy I (367-283 B. C.) (called Soter
meaning1 the Savior) was by birth a Macedon-
ian. On the death of Alexander he "secured
for himself the government of Egypt and
made Alexandria a center of Greek culture.
He was a great patron of art, learning and
literature and founded the celebrated Alex-
andrian library. The lighthouse on the island
of Pharos was built during his rule.
Ptolemy n (308-247 B. C.) succeeded his
father and reigned in almost complete peace.
His chief care as ruler was directed toward
the internal administration of his kingdom.
Ptolemy m (282-222 B. C.) who was sur-
named Euergetes, meaning the benefactor,
brought Egypt to a very high stage of pros-
perity. He was not only a conquerer, but also,
like his predecessors, a patron of learning.
Ptolemy V (210-181 B. C.) was not five
years old at his father's death, and Philip of
Macedon and Antiochus III of Syria combined
to dispossess him and divide his dominions.
To avert the threatened danger the guardians
of the yotmg king placed him under the pro-
tection of Rome, which thus had for the first
time an occasion for interfering in the af-
fairs of Bgypt During the reigns of the suc-
ceeding: Ptolemies the Influence of the Homans
In Egypt gradually increased and the inde-
 pendence of the native sovereigns gradually
decreased.
Ptolemy XIV (61-47 B. C.) reigned jointly
with his sister, the famous Cleopatra, from
51 to 47 B. C. In the latter year a dispute
arose between them and the queen left Egypt.
Caesar sent troops to support her, Ptolemy
was defeated, and he was drowned in an at-
tempt to escape. See Cleopatra.
Ptolemy XV (58-45 B. C.) another brother
of Cleopatra, occupied the throne jointly with
his sister for two years, when she murdered
him to make Caesarion (her son by Julius
Caesar) king.
PTOLEMY, a famous author who lived at
Alexandria in the second century after Christ.
Little is known of his life. He left a work
on astronomy and another on geography,
which were standard texts until the discover-
ies of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
According to the Ptolemaic system, the earth
was a globe and the center of everything.
Around it revolved the hollow sphere of the
heavens. The moon and the sun revolved
around the earth, but in circles of which the
earth was not the center. There were seven
planets, arranged according to distance from
the earth in this order: the Moon, Mercury,
Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn. See
copernicus; planet.
PTOMAINES, tok'mayws, a class of
poisonous substances of animal origin, close-
ly resembling alkaloids in their chemical
composition (see alkaloids).
Ptomaine Poisoning is caused by eating
food that is in a state of decomposition, such
as canned fish, canned meat and ice cream that
has stood for a long time in a tin can. The
symptoms are chilliness, headache, pain in
the stomach and intestines and extreme pros-
tration, accompanied by vomiting and purg-
ing, which are nature's attempts to cleanse
the system of the poison. The treatment
should consist in emptying the stomach and
the intestinal tract as soon as possible, and
in severe cases, to prevent total collapse, the
administration of stimulants other than
whisky. Recovery from slight attacks is
usually speedy but severe attacks may be-
come fatal.
PUBIiIC DEFEITD'ER. The Constitution
of the United States provides that any per-
son accused of crime shall have the assist-
ance of counsel in his defense. However,
it often happens that the accused has no
money with which to pay a lawyer; in such
cases the judge appoints some lawyer to de-
fend the accused person* Usually the law-

